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them. Where are they today? Forty years ago I used to see
the dyers of Kathiawar in the suburbs of Rajkot and I still re-
member my innocent childhood desire, namely, "How nice it
would be if my father bought me a turban of such colours!" I
wonder where those dyers are today.
With the disappearance of hand-spinning, who knows how
many allied trades have been ruined? Who can count them?
Are we aware that with the disappearance of hand-spinning, the
arts also have died out? Do we city-dwellers even consider the
fact that with the dying out of arts the light has gone out of hun-
dreds of thousands of farmers3 homes ? The prosperity accom-
panying the spinning-wheel has departed along with it. In the
homes where it has been revived, prosperity is trying to return.
It has not yet settled down, as there is no firm faith in the spinning-
wheel in those homes. "What shall be my plight if my yarn
does not find a market? How can you trust these Congressmen?
These people may do one thing today and another tomorrow-
Does the Government support them?" They are afraid of this
unstable situation. Our pitiable condition today is like that of a
burnt child who dreads the fire.
In these circumstances, I have been filled with the hope that
Kathiawar will take up the cause of khadi and give it added pres-
tige.
The second expectation is as innocent and keen and also
religious. Perhaps this second hope is more religious. The un-
touchability in Kathiawar had defeated even Krishna the cow-
herd who ate the simple food of Vidura1, who took out herds of
cows for grazing, who won the innocent hearts of the gopis2 and
who was the lord of their pious souls. Is it possible that he who
joyfully embraced Sudama clad in rags would regard outcastes as
untouchables?
However, in his very Saurashtra, outcastes are treated with
contempt today. Their touch is considered to be polluting and
some good Kathiawaris do not desist even from abusing or beat-
ing them! Who would be their friend? I shall hope that those who
attend the Conference will not only be free from this offence but
will pledge themselves to serve the outcastes,
I must inform the organizers that if the outcastes are kept away
from any portion of the pandd, the chairman will have to be
;         * A soil of Vyasa by a Sudra girl; an adviser to both KauraVas and
Pandavas